Application No. 10/675,619 
Amendment Dated 7 February 2005 
Reply to Office Action of 5 November 2004 

Remarl<s 

Both the specification and the claims have been amended to attain consistency 
between the claim language and the specification, and the claims have been 
amended pursuant to the Detailed Action to address the Examiner's objections and § 
1 12 rejections. Specifically, references to a "passage" have been changed to "air 
duct" and references to "portal" have been changed to "nozzle". Further, the 
specification now refers to first and second sections, 12 and 14 respectively, rather 
than upper and lower sections. The drawings have not been amended because the 
references to "passage" have been amended to read "air duct" and the air duct is 
indicated at 24 in the Figures and discussed in paragraph [0016]. 

The Examiner has rejected Claim 1 under 35 USC § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Patent No. 5,427,502 to Hudson. It is respectfully submitted that 
Hudson does not anticipate claim 1 . Claim 1 states that the fan shroud has an air 
passage in a surface thereof and that the pre-cleaner is mounted to the fan shroud 
such that the aspirator port is in direct communication with the passage via the 
nozzle. Hudson discloses an aspirator 22 that is a separate part that is mounted to a 
fan shroud 10. Further the pre-cleaner of Hudson is attached to a hose (un- 
numbered) which communicates with the port 34 on the aspirator. One of the 
advantages of the present invention is that it eliminates the extra parts required by 
the Hudson design. 

The Examiner has also rejected Claims 2-5 under 35 USC § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hudson. For the reasons discussed above with respect to Claim 
1 it is submitted that claims 2-5 are also patentable over Hudson. Hudson does not 
disclose an air duct molded in the shroud because the aspirator 22 is a separate part 
from the shroud 10. the air duct of Hudson is formed by the two aspirator housing 
parts 30 and 32 which are separate from the shroud 10. It is also noted that the part 
30 of Hudson does not have a channel therein, it is a substantially flat part having a 
nozzle 34. 
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In conclusion, it is believed that this application is in condition for allowance, 
and such allowance is respectfully requested. 

Should the Examiner believe that a telephonic conference would be useful in 
furthering the present application toward allowance, the undersigned attorney would 
welcome such a call. 

Any fees or charges due as a result of filing of the present paper may be 
charged against Deposit Account 04-0525. Two duplicates of this page are 



enclosed. 



Respectfully, 



W. Michael Dixon 

Reg. No. 37.815 

Patent Department 

Deere & Company 

One John Deere Place 

Moline, IL 61265 

Telephone No. (309) 765-5159 




I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an 
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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. VA, 2231 3-1 450 

on: ^7 ri4ii44A^A/ pOP^ 




Deere & Company 



9 



